
   

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

July 13th, 2020 
 

Dear Chancellor Wilcox and UCR Administration: 

 

We write to you today on the heels of a troubling announcement by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
released last week amending a previous exemption for nonimmigrant F-1 students who were required to enroll 

entirely online this past Spring or the coming Summer terms.1 This exemption is ending prior to the Fall 2020 

quarter, at which time new standards go into effect. These standards impact whether international graduate 
students are able to retain their visas while enrolled in courses during this unprecedented time of illness, upheaval, 

and change. 

 

According to ICE’s announcement, universities that have adopted a hybrid model of instruction for the coming 

academic year must certify that international students are enrolled in an appropriate blend of online and in-person 

courses. This entails submitting an I-20 form verifying compliance. Since failure to comply could result in a loss 

of a visa, this is an incredibly important issue for all graduate students, not just the 1/3 of us who are ourselves 

international graduate students. UCR failed international graduate students once before during the pandemic by 

failing to provide emergency aid that matches CARES Act funding. The GSA Graduate Student Council voted to 

provide aid to our graduate brothers and sisters from graduate student fee moneys, and this too was delayed by the 

administration. The UCR administration has not yet demonstrated that it values the contributions of its 

international graduate community members. 

 

We call on the UCR Administration to stand up and protect our international graduate students in this fraught and 

uncertain time. We call on the UCR Administration to proactively file the required I-20 form for each graduate 

student who will be impacted by this xenophobic policy. We call on the UCR Administration to stand with us and 

guarantee that no international student must live, work, and study in fear of loss of Visa. 

 

Signed, the incoming and outgoing Presidential Cabinet: 

 

In service,  

 
Nichi Yes 
President, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 

gsaucr@ucr.edu 
 

Judit Palencia Gutierrez 
Vice President of Academic Affairs, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 

 
1 https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/sevp-modifies-temporary-exemptions-nonimmigrant-students-taking-online-

courses-during.  
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vpaa.gsa@ucr.edu  
 

Valeria Orue 

Vice President of External Affairs, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 
vpea.gsa@ucr.edu  

 

Cody Simons 
Vice President of Internal Affairs, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 

vpia.gsa@ucr.edu  
 

John Haberstroh 

Outgoing President, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 
jhabe002@ucr.edu  

 

Jessica Noll 
Outgoing Vice President of Academic Affairs, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 

jnoll001@ucr.edu  
 

Arielle Manganiello 

Vice President of External Affairs, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 
amang003@ucr.edu  

 

Pablo Unzueta 

Outgoing Vice President of Internal Affairs, Graduate Student Association 
University of California, Riverside 

punzu001@ucr.edu  

 
Jared Smith 

Outgoing Chief of Staff, Graduate Student Association 

University of California, Riverside 

jsmit055@ucr.edu  
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